
    Students at Salem Middle 

School who are currently in 

the 8th grade have begun 

their transition to Salem 

High School as the Class of 

2018. March 12th, members 

of the Class of 2018 visited 

Salem High School.     

     The visit began with a 

short informational session 

led by SHS counselors. 

Next, several SHS teachers 

gave verbal course de-

scriptions to the group. 

Class of 2018 members 

were then divided into two 

groups. One group stayed 

in the Presentation Room 

for a presentation by SHS 

junior Kellen Hazelip who 

spoke about Manestream 

and they then watched a 

video about SHS that was 

created by Kellen. The oth-

er group toured the build-

ing with members of the 

Class of 2014 as tour 

guides. The two groups 

then traded places. 

     On April 1st and 3rd, 

members of the Class of 

2018 and their parents at-

tended enrollment sessions 

at SHS. Once again, SHS 

counselors began the ses-

sion with information re-

garding diploma tracks, 

the 21st Century Scholars 

program, Prosser, End of 

Course Assessments, Grad-

ing/ Weighted Grades, the 

importance of attendance 

and course selections. Stu-

dents and parents were 

then directed to computer 

labs so students could offi-

cially select courses for 

next fall. 

     The next step in the tran-

sition to the high school will 

take place on July 31st when 

the Class of 2018 will come 

to SHS for the Lion Kick-Off. 

At that time, students will 

receive their schedules and 

will have the opportunity to 

visit each of their class-

rooms as they follow a 

mock student time sched-

ule. Students will also re-

ceive information about 

day to day procedures and 

more specific information 

regarding attendance and 

discipline policies. The 

following week, the Class 

of 2018 will officially begin 

their journey toward a high 

school diploma. 

     Pictures of the tour and 

parent night appear on 

page 5. 
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State Testing Moved to May 
      Just like other school 

events that had to be re-

scheduled due to school 

cancellations this winter, 

Statewide End of Course 

Assessments (ECA’s) were 

also affected by the harsh 

winter. The windows for 

administering the ECA’s 

were recently adjusted by 

the Indiana Department of 

Education (IDOE) to allow 

school corporations to de-

lay testing this spring. 

     Testing at Salem High 

School will begin May 6-9 

with the Biology ECA, the 

English 10 ECA will take 

place next May 13-16 and 

testing will conclude with 

the Algebra I ECA May 19-

23. 

     Students needing to re-

test for English 10 and Al-

gebra I will be testing at 

these same times. These 

students were given reme-

diation contracts before 

Spring Break and are ex-

pected to take advantage 

of remediation opportuni-

ties prior to the ECA testing 

period.  

     ECA testing is important 

because of state require-

ments that state students 

must pass the English 10 

and Algebra I ECA’s in 

order to be eligible to 

graduate from high school. 

Once a student passes 

these ECA’s, they are not 

required to take them 

again.  

     Please assist the faculty 

and staff of SHS in encour-

aging students to do their 

very best when they take 

their ECA’s this spring.  

If you are interested in receiving this news-

letter via email, send your request to 

dsmith@salemschools.com. 



     The Salem High School Writers’ 

Club held it’s first annual Writers’ 

Showcase on March 14, 2014 in the 

Presentation Room. Both members of 

the club and other interested students 

were invited to read original and fa-

vorite poems, short stories, and dra-

matic pieces.  

     Participants included Seniors Melis-

sa Feldmeyer (Club President), Zac 

Ray, and Davon Gant, Juniors Kelsey 

Price, Logan Russell, and Corabelle 

Tally, Sophomores Miranda Smith, 

Taylor Rogers, and Kennen Hemming-

way, Freshmen Kim Stone, Laura An-

dis, Makaylan England, and Maryah 

Jonas, and Club Sponsor Lane Hewitt. 

Junior Zack Keltner also contributed a 

poem to be read.  

     The idea for the showcase came 

from Club President Melissa Feldmey-

er, who was inspired by the showcas-

es the students had performed in mid-

dle school. Drawing a healthy crowd, 

Writers’ Club Holds 1st Showcase 
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the showcase was an exciting success 

for the group, who plan to make the 

Showcase an annual event.  

     The Writer’s Club has been active 

in its current incarnation for the past 

seven years. The Club meets every 

Thursday during Activity Period in Mr. 

Hewitt’s room. All students are invited 

to share their original writing and par-

ticipate in writing exercises.  

     Pictures from the inaugural Show-

case are below. 



     Does your son or daughter have a 

social networking site (maybe more 

than one)?  Have you seen it?  Some 

parents say that they would never look 

at the sites because they respect their 

kids’ privacy.  Reading a hand written 

personal diary is not the same as 

reading their Facebook or Twitter 

page.  These pages can be accessed 

by millions of people online.  It is not 

very private.   

     Most of these social networking 

sites are very innocent and there are 

positive uses for these sites.  It is a 

great way for teens to communicate 

with their friends.  Teenagers of today 

are very computer savvy and com-

municate via e-mails, text messages, 

and social networks.  These are all 

methods with which they are very 

comfortable.    

     But there is also the dark side.  

Teens are often too trusting and do not 

realize the dangers that can be lurking 

on the other side of their computer.  

Pedophiles and sexual predators often 

pose as teenagers and try to get infor-

mation about the teens.  Teens often 

post pictures, phone numbers, and 

addresses on their sites.  There have 

been cases of college students post-

ing their class schedule and dorm 

room.  In the wrong hands this infor-

mation can turn into a sexual assault or 

worse.   

     Parents should make sure that their 

teens are not spending all of their time 

on the computer and that their best 

friends are people, not someone in a 

chat room.  Parents should get to 

know their teens’ online friends just as 

they would their other friends.  Dis-

cuss dangers with you teen and re-

mind them that not all is as it appears 

when chatting online.  Parents should 

check their son/daughter’s social me-

dia sites for harmful information.  A 

person should NEVER friend someone 

online if he/she does not know that 

person face to face.      

     Teens often feel safety and ano-

nymity sitting at the computer screen 

and will often do or say things they 

would not in person.  This can some-

times lead to cyber bullying.  Students 

harass, make fun of, and embarrass 

other teens through the social net-

working sites and/or with their cell 

phone, text messages, and digital 

photos.  There have been cases of 

teens taking pictures at parties and 

posting them on the internet or send-

ing them to friends.  Often these pic-

tures are of their scantily dressed 

friends or of the friends in compromis-

ing positions.  Having the image of a 

nude (or nearly nude) teenager on a 

phone is possession of child pornog-

raphy.   

     Colleges and companies now have 

people that are hired just to search 

applicants’ social networking and 

blog sites.  Students have been de-

nied college admission and people 

have lost job offers because of items 

posted on these sites.  Even if some-

thing has been removed from a site or 

it was on the site several years ago, it 

can still be traced.  A good rule to 

follow is:  If you wouldn’t want your 

grandmother to see it, don’t post it.       

     Many times when student com-

municate on these sites or through 

text messages, they use their own tex-

ting language.  There are several 

websites that can help interpret these 

messages (www.noslang.com and 

www.netlingo.com).   

     Using social media and the internet 

is much like any tool, used appropri-

ately it can be very helpful.  If used 

improperly it can be harmful and even 

fatal.    
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Counselor Corner-Playing It Safe On The Internet 

Classroom Cameo—English 9 Honors 
     After reading and completing a 

research paper for Ro-

meo and Juliet, Mrs. 

Purlee’s 9th grade Eng-

lish honor students rec-

reated the Capulet’s 

feast scene in order to 

conclude the unit. The 

feast was originally 

designed by past SHS 

English teacher Lisa 

Gardner to give stu-

dents additional under-

standing and infor-

mation about the Elizabethan Era.  

     For the feast, students were giv-

en the option to bring or perform 

various elements of a traditional 

Elizabethan feast, including music, 

dances, games, and food. However, 

before students could have the 

feast, they had to research to find 

out the significance of their chosen 

element and which social class/

classes used their chosen element. 

Students then presented their find-

ings to the class prior to the feast. 

This activity provides students with 

standards-

based op-

portunities, 

such as col-

laborating 

with others, 

completing 

research 

using infor-

mational/non

-fiction texts, doing hands-on projects 

for class, and presenting information 

to others.  Additionally, students get to 

experience what life was like during 

the grandeur of the Elizabethan Era.  

http://www.noslang.com
http://www.netlingo.com
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Blood Drive At SHS April 16 

     The American Red Cross will hold a 

blood drive at Salem High School on 

Wednesday, April 16th from 9:00 a.m. 

until 3:00 p.m. in Brooks Memorial 

Gymnasium. 

     While the American Red Cross is 

responsible for conducting the blood 

drive, the SHS Student Council assists 

by soliciting donors and have already 

been busy scheduling students and 

staff members to give blood. Student 

Council members also assist Red 

Cross personnel with setting up 

equipment and manning the registra-

tion and snack tables. 

     Student Council co-sponsor Mrs. 

Joanna Schmidt had this to say about 

the blood drive, “The blood drive is 

not just a Salem High School event, it 

is open to the public as well.” Anyone 

interested in giving blood at this 

blood drive should come to the SHS 

main entrance and sign in at the main 

office. You will then be directed to the 

gym. 

     Student Council organizes two 

blood drives each school year, one in 

the fall and one in the spring. The 

American Red Cross generously do-

nates scholarship funds back to SHS 

seniors as a gesture of thanks for host-

ing these blood drives. The amount of 

funds available for distribution corre-

lates directly to the amount of blood 

donated at SHS blood drives. So, those 

who donate are not only giving the gift 

of life, they are also indirectly helping 

a SHS graduate secure funding for 

their college education. 



Pictured above are members of the Salem High School Science Olympiad team while participating in an 

Open Class competition at Ball State University in March. The SHS team finished in 4th place, but were 

only 7 points shy of 2nd place. 

 

Pictured below are members of the Salem High School Choir during the recent American Songbook 

concert. For details concerning the event, please refer to the March edition of Lion’s Roar. 



April 4  Lion Legacy Dinner 7 pm (SHS cafeteria) 

April 12  ACT @ SHS 

April 12  National History Day Regional Comp (Brown Co.) 

April 16   Blood Drive 9 am-3 pm (Brooks Mem. Gym) 

April 16  SADD Orange Ribbon Celebration (Noblesville) 

April  19  PROM 7-11 pm (The Grand in New Albany) 

April 25  Alumni Banquet 7 pm (Brooks Memorial Gym) 

April 25  Spanish Club Relay for Life Roadblock & Fundrais  

                                     er at Lawn and Garden Show 

April 26  Theater Arts play “Selfies” 8 pm (Pres. Room) 

April 27  Academic Awards Program (Brooks Mem. Gym) 

Salem High School 

educator. She stated that she enjoys 

working with students and that when 

students reach the “aha” moment of 

understanding, it is re-

warding. When asked 

what words of wisdom 

she would offer students, 

she replied, “always do 

your best – don’t settle. 

Believe in yourself.” 

     Mrs. Martin states that 

her favorite memories 

from high school included 

being on the yearbook 

staff and in choir. She also 

mentioned that she en-

joyed going to ball games 

and being with great 

friends and teachers. Mrs. 

     Director of Guidance Mrs. Jennifer 

Martin is completing her 6th year at 

Salem High School. Her 6th year of 

employment that is, Mrs. Martin is a 

1984 graduate of SHS. Before return-

ing to SHS, Mrs. Martin was the col-

lege counselor at Trinity High School 

in Louisville, and a teacher at Orleans, 

Medora and Jeffersonville High 

Schools. She also coached varsity girls 

basketball and varsity boys golf at 

Orleans. In her tenure at SHS, Mrs. 

Martin has coached Middle School 

girls basketball and is the club spon-

sor for Tri-Hi-Y and Friends Against 

Bullying (FAB). 

     Mrs. Martin credits several teach-

ers she had while attending SHS as 

influencing her decision to become an 

Martin enjoys playing golf and 

is an avid Purdue fan. She also 

likes to read and spend time 

with her friends and 

family. 

     Mrs. Martin is mar-

ried to former Salem 

Middle School math 

teacher J. D. Martin. 

She has no children 

or pets, but has seven 

nieces and nephews 

and is the oldest of 

four siblings. Mrs. 

Martin loves to travel 

and says her dream 

vacation would be to 

return to Italy and 

visit Greece. 

Staff Profile 

700 North Harrison Street 

Salem, IN  47167 

PPhone: 812.883.3904 

Fax: 812.883.3905 

Principal: Derek Smith                                  dsmith@salemschools.com 

Assistant Principal: Jerry Hickey                jhickey@salemschools.com 

Athletic Director: Hank Weedin               hweedin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (10 & 12): Jennifer Martin     jmartin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (9): Christine Mahuron      cmahuron@salemschools.com 

Counselor (11): Anne O’Connell          aoconnell@salemschools.com 

At Risk/ Attendance: Cathy Huey                chuey@salemschools.com 

Treasurer: Norma Nelson                           nnelson@salemschools.com 

Designing Quality Work For Students  
And Leading Them To Success 

We’re on the Web! 

www.salemschools.com 

“Always do your best – don’t 

settle. Believe in yourself.” 

Mrs. Jennifer Martin 

Mark Your Calendar 

March Students of the Month 

Pictured from L to R:  Mr. Jerry 

Hickey, Ass’t Principal, Micajah 

Rippy (freshman), Taylor Thack-

er (sophomore), Alexis Hasick 

(junior), Kia Lloyd (senior), Mr. 

Derek Smith, Principal.  


