
    Indiana State Superinten-

dent of Public Instruction 

Glenda Ritz visited Salem 

Community Schools a little 

less than a week ago. Upon 

arrival at SHS, Superinten-

dent Ritz was interviewed 

by SHS Manestream report-

er Jared Hardin in the SHS 

Library (pictured below the 

Inside this issue box). Links 

to the Manestream episode 

that contain this interview 

can be found on the Salem 

High School Facebook 

page and on the Man-

estream page of the 

SHS website.  

     After the Manes-

tream interview Su-

perintendent Ritz was 

then led on a mini-

tour of SHS by SCS Superin-

tendent Dr. Lynn Reed and 

SCS Director of Assessment 

& Program Improvement, 

Dr. Jackie Arnold. Ritz visit-

ed the Lion Locker where 

SHS Counselors Anne 

O’Connell and Cathy Huey 

explained the concept be-

hind the Lion Locker. Su-

perintendent Ritz then visit-

ed a Chemistry class of Mr. 

Calhoun’s and a Biology 

class of Mr. McCurdy’s. 

Students in both classes 

were engaged in lab work 

during the visit.  

     To round out her time at 

SHS, Superintendent Ritz 

visited Mrs. Spencer-

Pierce’s Art classroom. 

Mrs. Spencer-Pierce ex-

plained the project stu-

dents were working on at 

that time and showed Su-

perintendent Ritz around 

the room. Spencer-Pierce 

then showed Superinten-

dent Ritz student art work 

in the display case in the 

hallway outside the art 

room.  

     Dr. Reed then led Super-

intendent Ritz across the 

hall to the Randy Johnson 

Fieldhouse so she could 

see the mural honoring 

former SHS Athletic Direc-

tor Randy Johnson that SHS 

Art students painted last 

year. Pictured below are 

from l to r: Ritz in the Lion 

Locker, Ritz in Chemistry 

class, Ritz in Biology class.  
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     Family, Career and Community 

Leaders of America (FCCLA), former-

ly known as Future Homemakers of 

America (FHA) is comprised of stu-

dents from Family and Consumer Sci-

ence (FACS) classes. The FCCLA mis-

sion according to their website is to 

promote personal growth and leader-

ship development through Family and 

Consumer Science education. Focus-

ing on the multiple roles of family 

member, wage earner and community 

leader, members develop skills for 

life through character development; 

creative and critical thinking; inter-

personal communications; practical 

knowledge; and career preparation. 

     Salem High School’s FCCLA club 

sponsor, Mrs. Miranda Kellum (see 

Staff Profile on page 4) is announcing 

a new fundraising program called e-

cycling or the recycling of electronic 

devices. 

     If you have any new, used, or bro-

ken inkjet printer cartridges, laser 

cartridges, cell phones, headphones, 

tablets, or laptops, FCCLA will be re-

cycling them to raise funds for class-

room items.  

     You can email Mrs. Kellum at mkel-

lum@salemschools.com, drop them 

off here at the high school, or there is 

a yellow drop box (see picture at 

right) in the North entrance parking 

lot of the high school (the parking lot 

closest to the hospital and football 

field). Pictured below is senior Ben 

Rutledge sort items from a box that 

Club Spotlight-FCCLA 
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New Lunch Serving Lines 

     Salem Schools Nutrition Program 

replaced the old serving lines with 

new updated lines, sandwich slides 

and open air merchandisers over 

Christmas Break.  The old serving 

lines had reached the point where 

they were no longer functioning 

properly.  They were out dated and 

parts were impossible to find to make 

needed repairs. The old serving line 

is pictured to the right on top. The 

ladies are saluting the old line as a 

send off.   

     The new serving lines, pictured at 

right on the bottom, have the capabil-

ity to not only keep food hot but it is 

also better to keep cold foods at a 

cooler temperature.  With the addition 

of the sandwich slides and open air 

merchandisers, students are able to 

serve themselves now thus making the 

lines faster and more efficient.   

     In addition to the improved func-

tionality of the lines the lunch staff 

hope students enjoy the graphics and 

updated look of the lines as 

well.  Food Service Director Mrs. Ka-

ren Libka added, “It is our hope that 

over summer break we can add es-

thetics and a new serving line to the 

café eating area also.” 

was deposited into the drop box. If 

you have any questions please contact 

Mrs. Kellum. 

     Mrs. Kellum has prepared a letter 

to be distributed to members of the 

community concerning this fundrais-

ing effort. To view this letter, click on 

the link below. 

FCCLA Community Letter 

mailto:mkellum@salemschools.com
mailto:mkellum@salemschools.com
http://www.salemschools.com/uploads/file/SHS/smithd/FCCLA%20e-cycling%20letter.pdf


     One of the greatest concerns fami-

lies have when discussing college is 

the cost.  It is true that the cost of col-

lege has increased steadily over the 

past several years.  It is also true that 

by applying 

for scholar-

ships and 

financial aid 

packages, 

students can 

still afford to 

pay for col-

lege.  Schol-

arships and 

grants are 

free money; they do not have to be 

repaid.  Loans do have to be repaid 

and there are several different loan 

categories.  Students should apply to 

the school, see what money is offered 

(grants, scholarships, other financial 

aid), and then make the decision as to 

whether or not the school is too ex-

pensive.  Many private schools have 

huge endowments and offer almost 

every student some sort of financial 

award.  Often a strong student can 

attend a private school for about the 

same amount (or even cheaper) as a 

public state institution.   

     In order to qualify for state and fed-

eral financial aid, seniors must com-

plete the FAFSA (Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid).  

This form can be com-

pleted after January 1 

of the senior year and 

must be received by 

March 10.  It is free to 

complete this form.  The website is 

www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Some students 

may not qualify for federal aid, but 

will qualify for state aid.  The state 

does not look at the student contribu-

tion portion.  Some people automati-

cally assume that they will not qualify 

and do not file the FAFSA.  There are 

several tiers of aid and some students 

will not qualify on the first tier, but will 

qualify at other levels.  It is also im-

portant to complete the form because 

one will be on file should something 

change in the family dynamic (death, 

loss of job, divorce, etc.).  This will 

make it easier for the college financial 

aid office to do a professional judg-

ment.   

     Indiana offers several pro-

grams that help students fi-

nance their college educa-

tion.  The 21st Century Schol-

ars program is a wonderful 

program for which students 

register while in middle 

school and is based on 

household income.  To learn 

more about the 21st Century 

Scholars Program, contact 

your Middle or High School 

Counselor or visit 

www.in.gov/21stcenturyscholars.   

     For current seniors and students 

currently in college there are various 

grants and awards administered 

through the Indiana Com-

mission for Higher Educa-

tion.  Learn more about 

these at   www.in.gov/sfa.    

     Loans are another com-

ponent of financial aid.  

Loans can be subsidized (government 

helps with the interest payment) and 

unsubsidized.  Work study is a great 

option for students to consider when 

investigating ways to pay for their 

education.  A great source of infor-

mation regarding the financial aid 

programs (including a calculator to 

see if you qualify) is 

http://studentaid.ed.gov.   

     In the search for funding for col-

lege, one should be aware of scholar-

ship scams.  Scholarships are FREE 

money; one should never pay or re-

lease credit card or bank information 

to receive a scholarship.  The old ad-

age of “If it sounds too good 

to be true, it probably is,” 

holds true.  Recommended 

scholarship search engines 

include:  www.fastweb.com 

and www.cappex.com.      

     There are several re-

sources (including school 

counselors) available when 

students are exploring op-

tions to pay for college.  In 

order to receive scholar-

ships and financial aid, it is 

often just a simple matter of applying 

for the money.   
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Jan 16 Prosser Open House   (5:30-7:30 pm) 

 

Jan 20  School will be in session (Snow make-up day) 

 

Jan 20 Costa Rica meeting for students and parents (Library) 6 pm 

 

Jan 25 SAT at SHS 

 

Salem High School 

     Mrs. Kellum’s advice to students is 

to “make goals for yourself and work 

hard to achieve them.” 

She also encourages stu-

dents to “always stay 

positive and be kind to 

others.” 

     Mrs. Kellum’s favorite 

memories from high 

school were participating 

on the volleyball and 

track teams. She enjoys 

photography, watching 

movies and spending 

time with her family. Mrs. 

Kellum stated that she 

looks forward to seeing 

her children have chil-

dren and watching them 

grow up. 

      Mrs. Kellum and her 

husband Joe have a son 

named Finn and two dogs 

          Mrs. Miranda Kellum is half way 

through her third year as a Family and 

Consumer Science (FACS) teacher at 

Salem High School. Mrs. Kellum was 

hired to revive the FACS program 

after a one year hiatus after the retire-

ment of former FACS teacher Mrs. 

Cheri Gumaelius. Mrs. Kellum is cur-

rently the sponsor of Family, Career 

and Community Leaders of America 

(FCCLA) and she is also a co-sponsor 

of Prom.        

     Mrs. Kellum stated that the reason 

she sought a career in education was 

that she wanted to make a positive 

impact on individual lives. When 

asked who influenced her career de-

cision, Mrs. Kellum credits the kind-

ness of Mrs. Kristin Drummond, one of 

her Freshman English teachers and 

the personality of Mr. Nathan Freed, 

her high school History and Geogra-

phy teacher.  

named Mya and Marvin. Mrs. 

Kellum has an older brother, 

Josh, and three sister-

in-laws. 

     Mrs. Kellum’s fa-

vorite vacations in-

clude her honey-

moon in Miami and a 

cruise to Mexico. She 

also enjoyed her 

summer vacation to 

Northern California 

where she went 

horseback riding in 

the Ancient Red-

woods. However, she 

says that her dream 

vacation now would 

be a two week family 

trip to Australia, one 

week in Hawaii and a 

cruise around Eu-

rope. 

Staff Profile 

700 North Harrison Street 

Salem, IN  47167 

Phone: 812.883.3904 

Fax: 812.883.3905 

Principal: Derek Smith                                  dsmith@salemschools.com 

Assistant Principal: Jerry Hickey                jhickey@salemschools.com 

Athletic Director: Hank Weedin               hweedin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (10 & 12): Jennifer Martin     jmartin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (9): Christine Mahuron      cmahuron@salemschools.com 

Counselor (11): Anne O’Connell          aoconnell@salemschools.com 

At Risk/ Attendance: Cathy Huey                chuey@salemschools.com 

Treasurer: Norma Nelson                           nnelson@salemschools.com 

Designing Quality Work For Students  
And Leading Them To Success 

We’re on the Web! 

www.salemschools.com 

“Make goals for yourself and work  

hard to achieve them.” 

Mrs. Miranda Kellum 

Mark Your Calendar 

December Students of the Month 

Pictured from L to R: Mr. Jerry 

Hickey, Ass’t Principal, Amber 

Kilburn (junior), Haley 

Motsinger (freshman), Jessica 

Hoskins (senior), Logan Bowl-

ing (sophomore), Mr. Derek 

Smith, Principal 


