
    Meteorologists have 

named this winter’s storms 

Snowpocalypse, Snow-

mageddon and  Snowzilla 

and we have a new appre-

ciation for the weather phe-

nomenon known as a Polar 

Vortex.   

     Whatever you choose to 

call the weather events that 

engulfed southern Indiana 

this winter, the snow, ice 

and extreme cold tempera-

tures that resulted have 

caused Salem Community 

Schools to adjust sched-

ules.  Almost half of the 

regularly scheduled school 

days since the start of 2nd 

semester were either snow 

days, 2 Hour Delay days or 

Early Release days, and 

one of the days that SCS 

was in session (Jan. 20) was 

a make-up day for a snow 

day in December. The 

weather disruptions even 

cancelled the February 

publication of the Lion’s 

Roar. 

     Hopefully, now that 

March has arrived, winter 

weather will give way to 

spring weather. Regard-

less, there are a few sched-

ule changes that should be 

noted. First, the third grad-

ing period will now end on 

Friday, March 21st.  

     Spring Break remains 

the same (March 24-28). 

What was originally sched-

uled as a second week of 

Spring Break (March 31-

April 4) will now be a week 

of regular school days. Re-

port cards will be distribut-

ed to students at school on 

Thursday, April 3rd.  

     At the present time, the 

final scheduled student day 

is May 30th and Com-

mencement is planned for 

May 31st. However, if our 

weather causes additional 

school cancellations, these 

might need to be adjusted. 
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Tally Scores A Victory in Rotary Speech Contest 
     On February 17th, the 

Salem Rotary Club held 

their annual student speech 

contest. Each year students 

from the three Washington 

County high 

schools are 

invited to par-

ticipate in the 

contest.  

     Participants 

are given a 

topic and then 

they must cre-

ate a speech and deliver it 

in the presence of Rotary 

members at a regularly 

scheduled meeting. Rotary 

members vote to deter-

mine the 

winners of 

this contest. 

The winner 

of the contest 

will move on 

to the re-

gional level 

speech com-

petition and re-

ceives a cash 

prize. Second and 

third place partic-

ipants also re-

ceive a cash 

prize. 

     This year juniors Sydney 

Calhoun, Claire Shelby and 

Corabelle Tally from Salem 

High School (pictured on 

left) chose to participate. 

SHS Speech teacher Mrs. 

Jodi Gleason stated, “All 

three stu-

dents repre-

sented SHS 

well in the 

competition.”  

       

 

     Corabelle Tally 

(pictured above) won the 

competition and will repre-

sent Salem in the regional 

competition. Claire Shelby 

placed second and Sydney 

Calhoun third. 



     The SHS Concert Choir presents its’ 

annual “Great American Songbook” 

event on Thursday, March 20, at 8:00 

pm at the SMS Auditorium. A handful 

of talented soloists will perform, along 

with the SHS Concert Choir, but the 

real stars are the songs themselves. 

     American popular song reached a 

pinnacle from the 1920’s through the 

50’s. Often referred to as “The Golden 

Age of American Song”, these classics 

recall a simpler time and a shared 

culture. 

     Timeless classics by Rodgers and 

Hammerstein, Jerome Kern, George 

Gershwin, Harold Arlen, and Indiana’s 

own Cole Porter and 

Hoagy Carmichael are 

among those represent-

ed. These songwriters 

and many others filled 

movie screens with 

romance, thrilled 

Broadway audiences, 

and set toes tapping in 

swinging radio broad-

casts. 

     The purpose of the “Songbook” 

event is to preserve these little three-

minute romances for today’s audi-

ence, and to acquaint a new genera-

tion of students with an appreciation 

I’ve Heard That Song Before…”Great American Songbook”  
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14 SHS Musicians Qualify for State 
     Twelve Salem High School vocal 

soloists performed at the ISSMA State 

Solo-Ensemble Auditions on Saturday, 

February 22 at Perry Meridian High 

School. 
     SHS students earning Gold Medals 

at the State event included tenors Zack 

Turner, Logan Thompson, and Shawn 

Lee, along with Bass-Baritones Chris-

tian Bowling, Cody Blackwell, and 

Drew Pickerill. 
     Mezzo-sopranos A’ndrea Hollars, 

Rachel Casey, and Jessica Kersey 

were awarded Gold Medals. Whitney 

Journell, Hannah Thacker, and five-

time State vocalist Rachel Carter all 

brought home Silver Medals. Pictured 

below left are these vocal soloists. 

     Two Salem High School instrumen-

tal soloists performed at the ISSMA 

for the sounds that cap-

ture the best of the 

American spirit. 

      Featured Soloists at 

the event will include 

several of the twelve 

singers who recently 

brought home honors 

at the State Solo-

Ensemble Auditions in 

Indianapolis, along 

with a handful of new faces. 

     The “Great American Songbook” 

runs one night only, Thursday, March 

20 at 8 p.m. in the SMS Auditorium. 

State Solo-Ensemble Festival on Satur-

day, March 1 at Lawrence Central 

High School. 

     Both SHS students, Chase Loyd and 

Hunter Meadows earned Gold Medals 

on the Snare Drum. Pictured below 

center is Hunter Meadows and below 

right, Chase Loyd. 



     During the next few months stu-

dents in grades 8-11 will be meeting 

with their school counselors to begin 

planning their courses for the 2014-

2015 school year.  Parents should en-

courage their teens to take a rigorous 

course load in order to be prepared 

for the challenges of life after gradua-

tion.  By taking difficult courses stu-

dents also improve their chances of 

success on the state mandated testing 

that is part of the graduation require-

ments (End of Course Assessments in 

English 10, Algebra I, and Biology I).     

     Graduating from 

high school is more 

than just accumulat-

ing a minimum num-

ber of credits.  The 

state of Indiana has 

three diploma tracks 

for high school students.  Each is de-

signed to encourage the student to 

look toward future career goals and 

aspirations as he/she makes plans for 

high school course work.  Indiana stu-

dents are expected to complete the 

Core 40 diploma track.  Students must 

earn 40 credits in required courses.  

These come from the following areas: 

four years of English, and three years 

each in mathematics, science, and 

social studies.  In addition there is a 

health and physical education re-

quirement.  Beginning with the Class 

of 2016, students are required to take 

a math or quantitative reasoning 

course each year of high school.   

     Students that are considering col-

lege are highly encouraged to take 

the classes that meet the Indiana Core 

40 Diploma with Academic Honors.  

Most of Indiana’s public (and many 

private colleges and universities) uni-

versities will require this diploma 

track for admission to their schools.  

This diploma track in-

cludes additional math 

courses, a foreign lan-

guage and fine arts re-

quirement that are not 

part of the basic Core 40 

or Technical Honors di-

plomas.  Students must earn 47 credits 

and have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 

higher and grades of C or higher in 

the required 47 credits.  Students pur-

suing this diploma must also complete 

Advanced Placement (AP) credit, take 

dual credit (college credit while in 

high school) courses, or meet a mini-

mum score on a standardized test 

(1200 on the SAT or 26 on the ACT).       

     A third option is the Indiana Core 

40 Diploma with Technical Honors.  In 

addition to the requirements for the 

Core 40 diploma students must also 

meet a state certification requirement 

such as a WorkKeys assessment, dual 

credit in a technical area, a profes-

sional career internship, or a state-

approved industry recognized certifi-

cation.  Students must earn 40 credits 

and have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 

higher and grades of C or higher in 

the required courses.       

     With these various options, today’s 

students will be better prepared to 

meet the demands of life after gradua-

tion.  For more information on the 

graduation requirements, contact a 

school counselor or visit the Indiana 

Department of Education website at 

http://www.doe.in.gov/core40/.   
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Counselor Corner-Decisions, Decisions, Decisions 

Classroom Cameo—Honors Economics 
     Students in Mrs. Wessel’s 

Honors Economics classes 

worked in groups of 3-4, and 

were given one of the following 

markets: home products, 

sports/athletic products, environmen-

tal products, or technological prod-

ucts.  

      Students were then challenged to 

create a new product that would be 

sold in their assigned market, and to 

develop a business around this prod-

uct. Student groups then participated 

in a Shark Tank activity which includ-

ed a panel of 5-6 faculty members who 

played the role of Venture Capitalists/

sharks (pictured above). 

Students pre-

sented their 

product to the 

panel (many 

students made 

actual prototypes of the product and 

demonstrated how it would work), and 

then they asked members of the panel 

to invest in their product/ business. 

      The faculty panel then asked prob-

ing questions about the product to 

determine their willingness to invest. 

Sharks could make counteroffers on 

the investment requests.  

      Student presenters and the faculty 

panel had dialogue about the product 

idea in hopes that one shark would 

invest in the product.  

      Overall, students learned valuable 

lessons 

about pro-

duction 

costs, 

sales 

pitches, 

and busi-

ness 

plans. 

Faculty members enjoyed the ability 

to use their areas of expertise to help 

students with their products. 

 

http://www.doe.in.gov/core40/


     Monday, February 24th was another 

magical day for members of the 

ISSMA Scholastic Class B State Cham-

pion Marching Lions. Representative 

Steve Davisson and his wife Michelle 

met the Marching at the door to the 

Statehouse and welcomed the State 

Champions to the Capitol building.   

     Rep. Davisson gave the Marching 

Lions a quick tour of the first two floors 

of the Capitol and a friend of Rep. Da-

visson noticed the group and took 

them on an impromptu tour of the 

Governor’s Office.   

     The Marching Lions then made 

their way to the House of Representa-

tives. Marching Lions Director, Mrs. 

Bonnie Harmon said this, “When they 

read our resolution, we all filed in and 

stood in front of the House.  Rep. Da-

visson made a few remarks, then 

asked for the session to be adjourned 

so that he could turn the mike over to 

me for a few remarks.  How exciting – 

and nerve-wracking!  The Speaker of 

the House introduced everyone 

speaking during this time by saying 

what instrument they played in school 

– it was really neat!  They voted on our 

resolution then gave our kids – OUR 

KIDS – a standing ovation.  Wow.” 

     Upon leaving the House, Rep. Da-

visson had a surprise for the Marching 

Lions. Rep. Davisson had worked with 

Senator Richard Young to put a resolu-

tion in front of the Senate as well.  An 

aide then escorted the Marching Lions 

across the hall to the Senate.  In the 

Senate, Senator Young spoke about 

the Band and the Resolution was on 

the big screen in front of the Sena-

tors.  The Lieutenant Governor then 

spoke glowingly of her experience 

with Band.  

     Mrs. Harmon made this comment 

about the experience, “I wish you 

could have seen the pride in the kids’ 

eyes – the amazement and the wonder 

when something grand was revealed 

to them.” The picture below shows the 

Marching Lions posing with Repre-

sentative Davission. 

Marching Lions Honored at General Assembly 
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     The Salem Lion basketball team 

was defeated by Mid Southern Confer-

ence rival Silver Creek 58-35 at 

Brooks Memorial Gymnasium on 

Homecoming in February. The loss, 

however, did not detract from other 

activities that night. 

     Between the junior varsity and var-

sity games, Homecoming festivities 

were conducted. Queen and King can-

didates representing SHS clubs and 

organizations were introduced by SHS 

senior Danielle Voyles and Sopho-

more Kennan Bowles. Senior Treasure 

Hurst was crowned Queen and senior 

Davon Gant was crowned King. 

     In addition to Homecoming festivi-

ties, Salem FFA and National Honor 

Society (NHS) sponsored the 3rd An-

nual Randy Johnson Soup Supper 

Fundraiser in the SHS cafeteria. This 

year’s soup supper raised $1436 for 

the Randy Johnson Memorial Scholar-

ship Fund. That brings the three year 

total to $4681. Kudos to FFA sponsor 

Seth Purlee and NHS sponsor Nicole 

Purlee for organizing the event and to 

all the FFA and NHS members that 

worked. SHS would also like to thank 

everyone who donated food items for 

the event and every person that gave 

funds for this important cause. 

Below are pictures of Homecoming 

and the Soup Supper. 
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Homecoming/ Randy Johnson Soup Supper 



March 8  Science Olympiad Wild Card Tournament @Ball St. 

March 8  SAT @ SHS 

March 12 8th Grade Tour of SHS 1 pm 

March 13 Spanish Club Fundraiser for Relay for Life at Dairy 

  Queen 5-8 pm 

March 14 National History Day and Pi Day 

March 18 Strings for Rings  (Presentation Room) 7 pm 

March 20 Great American Songbook (SMS Auditorium) 8 pm 

March 24-28 SPRING BREAK 

March 31 Costa Rica Meeting (SHS Library) 6 pm 

Salem High School 

and I wanted to be just like them,” she 

said. Mrs. Gleason offers this advice to 

her students, “Work 

hard, be responsible and 

treat others as you would 

want to be treated.” 

     Mrs. Gleason enjoys 

reading and spending 

time with family and 

friends. She states that 

her favorite book is To 

Kill A Mockingbird and 

that she is an Indiana Uni-

versity and Indianapolis 

Colts fan. Mrs. Gleason’s 

favorite vacation was a 

visit to Hilton Head Island 

where she said, “I loved 

how relaxed the atmos-

     English teacher Mrs. Jodi Gleason 

has taught at Salem High School for a 

little more than 6 ½ years. Mrs. 

Gleason taught at Parkview Middle 

School in Jeffersonville before coming 

to Salem. She has also worked at a fast 

food restaurant and as an office man-

ager. Her current course list includes 

3 sections of Honors English 10, 2 sec-

tions of English 11 CP and 1 section of 

Speech. As Speech teacher Mrs. 

Gleason organizes students to partici-

pate in the Rotary Club Speech Con-

test (see related story) and Gradua-

tion and Baccalaureate speeches. 

     Mrs. Gleason credits her former 

teachers for inspiring her desire to 

pursue education as a career. “I had 

some of the best teachers in school 

phere is and how beautiful the 

beaches are all around the is-

land.” 

     Mrs. Gleason and 

her husband Bill have 

one child, Christian, 

who is a freshman in 

college. She also has 

a sister, a niece and a 

dog named Shaq. 

Mrs. Gleason’s 

dream vacation 

would be a month-

long venture to Italy 

to experience the 

culture, food and 

landscape.  

Staff Profile 

700 North Harrison Street 

Salem, IN  47167 

PPhone: 812.883.3904 

Fax: 812.883.3905 

Principal: Derek Smith                                  dsmith@salemschools.com 

Assistant Principal: Jerry Hickey                jhickey@salemschools.com 

Athletic Director: Hank Weedin               hweedin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (10 & 12): Jennifer Martin     jmartin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (9): Christine Mahuron      cmahuron@salemschools.com 

Counselor (11): Anne O’Connell          aoconnell@salemschools.com 

At Risk/ Attendance: Cathy Huey                chuey@salemschools.com 

Treasurer: Norma Nelson                           nnelson@salemschools.com 

Designing Quality Work For Students  
And Leading Them To Success 

We’re on the Web! 

www.salemschools.com 

“Work hard, be responsible and treat oth-

ers as you would want to be treated.” 

Mrs. Jodi Gleason 

Mark Your Calendar 

February Students of the Month 

Pictured from L to R:  Taylor Sabens 

(senior), Claire Shelby (junior), Court-

ney Kelley (sophomore), Laura Andis 

(freshman). 

January Students of the Month 

Pictured from L to R: Davon Gant (senior), 

Madison Smith (junior), Jaelen Nice 

(freshman), Skylar Powers (sophomore). 


