
    The restructuring of the 

Indiana State School Music 

Association (ISSMA) March-

ing Band classifications left 

Marching Lions Director, 

Mrs. Bonnie Harmon with a 

difficult decision before the 

season began. ISSMA cre-

ated a new level of compe-

tition called the Scholastic 

level. Band directors could 

now choose to compete at 

the Scholastic level instead 

of participating in the Open 

Class competition. 

     “The Scholastic level of 

competition allows direc-

tors to choose a class 

based on school size and 

band size,” said Mrs. Har-

mon. Taking all of this into 

consideration, Mrs. Har-

mon made the decision to 

enter the Marching Lions in 

Scholastic Class B. 

     The Marching Lions had 

a successful season leading 

up to the ISSMA Scholastic 

Class Prelims. The March-

ing Lions placed 1st in their 

class at the North Harrison, 

Paoli and 

Floyd Central 

invitationals.  

     The March-

ing Lions also 

were awarded 

Best Percus-

sion in every 

invitational in 

which they 

participated and were 

awarded Best General Ef-

fect in all invitationals 

where that category was 

judged. In addition, the 

Marching Lions were 

awarded Best Color Guard, 

Best Music and Best Visual 

in at least one invitational. 

     Having experienced so 

much success in during the 

invitational season, the 

Marching Lions entered the 

Scholastic Prelims in Jasper 

with high hopes. All their 

previous hard work was 

rewarded when they re-

ceived a Gold Rating which 

enabled them to advance 

to the Scholastic State Fi-

nals. 

     Lawrence 

Central High 

School was the 

site of the Scho-

lastic State Finals 

and the Marching 

Lions would com-

pete against ten 

other bands in 

Class B.  

     As the stadium announc-

er hesitated before pro-

claiming the winner, there 

was an air of anxiousness 

and silence within the 

ranks of the Marching Li-

ons. And then it happened, 

the Marching Lions were 

the Scholastic Class B State 

Champions! 

     The quiet atmosphere 

surrounding the Marching 

Lions quickly turned into 

hugs, tears and screams of 

excitement. State Champi-

ons sounded pretty good. 

One perk of being state 

champs was the Marching 

Lions performed in exhibi-

tion the following week at 

Lucas Oil Stadium at the 

Open Class Finals. 

Marching Lions Are State Champions 

Drama Club to Present Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In 
     Mark your calendars 

now for the fall production 

of the Salem High School 

Drama Club. November 23-

25 Drama Club will take 

theatergoers back in time 

to a popular sketch comedy 

of the late 1960’s/ early 

1970’s with their rendition 

of Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-

In. 

     Show times for the Satur-

day, November 23rd show 

and the Monday, Novem-

ber 25th show will be 7:00 

p.m. Sunday’s matinee per-

formance will begin at 2:00 

p.m. Tickets prices are $6 for 

adults and $4 for students and 

Seniors and will be sold at the 

door. 

     So set your cell phone 

alarms to one ringy dingy for 

showtime and join the Farkle 

Lion’s Roar 
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family in a tiptoe through 

the tulips. It should be a 

sock it to me good time 

and if you’re not con-

vinced, look that up in 

your Funk & Wagnall’s. 

Very interesting! 



Bohemian Supper Club Will Have 80’s Theme 
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     The glam-tech sounds of the 1980’s 

will soon fill the halls of Salem High 

School when the Salem Choirs present 

their annual “Bohemian Supper Club” 

at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday, November 7-8-9. 

     Tickets for reserved seats went on 

sale Wednesday, October 30, at the 

school bookstore during school hours. 

All reserved seats are $6.00 each, with 

the usual coffees, drinks, and dessert 

menu being extra, in the $2-3 price 

range. Reserved seating for the Friday 

and Saturday performances have 

been sold out, however, a few general 

admission tickets will be available at 

the door. General Admission seats are 

sold on a first come, first served basis. 

Reserved seating is still available for 

the Thursday show. 

     “We’re always looking for a hook 

or theme to organize things around” 

said Bill Spencer-Pierce, Director of 

Vocal Music at SHS, “and after doing 

shows based on the Beatles, the Blues, 

and Country, this seemed like a fun 

direction since many of the students’ 

parents are of that genera-

tion.” 

     The two-hour show features 

36 SHS students in a variety of 

roles including vocal soloists, 

small groups, and instrumen-

talists performing a unique 

mix of 80’s sounds. The event 

is the eighth in a series that 

features student performers in 

the “closest thing we can ap-

proximate to a professional 

venue”, said Spencer-Pierce. 

     The event takes place in the 

school’s Presentation Room in 

a coffeehouse format. Coffees, 

hot chocolate, and desserts are 

served up tableside by SHS 

Choir members, some of who double 

as performers and serving staff.  

     The event is student-run, with sen-

iors in key positions: Rachel Carter 

serves as assistant musical director, 

taking care of rehearsal scheduling 

and communications; 

business management 

is handled by Kelsea 

Hardin and Maegan 

Baker, and the inimita-

ble Brian Ritter will 

handle MC duties. 

     Performers will 

croon to the sounds of 

live ensembles, led by 

Spencer-Pierce and 

SHS Science teacher 

Greg McCurdy, gui-

tarist and professional 

musician in his own 

right. 

     Tunes have been 

selected from a variety 

of styles and some with new twists. As 

always, the emphasis is on entertain-

ing vocal solos and tight background 

harmonies. 

Marching Lions at Lawrence Central (State Championship) 

Christian Bowling and Rachel 

Carter sing a duet at the 2012 

Bohemian Supper Club. 



     “You are the most powerful influ-

ence on your child’s behavior.”  I read 

that quote and reread it, and thought, 

“Wow, what a powerful statement!”  

But, it is true.  Sometimes we discredit 

ourselves and the power we have as 

parents.  Sometimes we have to re-

member that we are the parents- there 

will be time to be our child’s friend 

when he/she is older.   

     As the holidays and winter are ap-

proaching, more opportunities are 

presented for children to try alcohol.  

The Substance Abuse and Mental 

Health Services Administration 

(SAMHSA) encourages parents to talk 

with their kids about underage drink-

ing and substance abuse (http://

samhsa.gov/underagedrinking ).  

Some children may try alcohol as ear-

ly as 9 years old.  By age 15, about 

50% of teens have tried alcohol.  The 

earlier parents talk to their children, 

the greater chance of encouraging 

them not to drink.   

Alcohol use by those under 21 is a 

major public health problem.  On the 

list of used and abused substances by 

teens, alcohol is the number one (it 

ranks ahead of tobacco 

and illicit drugs).  Alco-

hol is responsible for 

over 4,700 deaths per 

year among those under 

21. Although it is illegal 

for them to drink, people 

aged 12 to 20 years drink 

11% of all alcohol con-

sumed in the United 

States (over 90% of this 

alcohol is consumed by binge drink-

ing- a dangerous practice among 

many teens that drink).  

(www.cdc.gov)  

     Children who drink alcohol are 

impacted in other areas of their lives 

and also may participate in risky be-

haviors and make bad decisions.  Of-

ten underage drinking can lead to 

drug use.  Grades are often impacted 

negatively as well.  Students may en-

gage in risky sexual activity and this 

may cause disease and/or pregnancy.  

Underage drinking can also lead to 

injury and even death. 

     Parents need to be aware of the risk 

factors and support kids and be posi-

tive role models.  Being prepared with 

answers when your 

kids come to talk is 

important.  Parents 

need not wait for their 

children to come to 

them.  Start honest and 

open conversations.  

Talk when in the car on 

the way home from 

school or sports prac-

tice.  Talk when doing 

tasks around the house.  Talk during 

dinner.   

     According to the Youth Risk Behav-

ior Survey, (www.cdc.gov/alcohol/

fact-sheets/underage-drinking.htm) 

among high school students, during 

the past 30 days: 

 39% drank some amount of alcohol. 

 22% binge drank. 

 8% drove after drinking alcohol. 

 24% rode with a driver who had been    

         drinking alcohol. 

 

     Talk to your children….keep the 

lines of communication open.  Do not 

let your kids become another statistic.   

Marching Lions at Lucas Oil Stadium 
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Nov 7            Taste of Salem (Cornerstone Hall) 

Nov 7-9       Bohemian Supper Club—7:30 pm (Presentation Room) 

Nov 11           Harlem Wizards Game—6:00 pm (Brooks Memorial Gym 

                          nasium) 

Nov 16        Saturday Science—9 am to noon (SHS Science rooms) (Use       

                          north doors for entry to building) 

Nov 17        National Honor Society Induction—1:30 pm  

         (Presentation Room)  

Nov 23            Laugh-In play—7:00 pm (SMS Auditorium) 

Nov 24        Laugh-In play—2:00 pm (SMS Auditorium) 

Nov 25            Laugh-In play—7:00 pm (SMS Auditorium) 

Nov 27-29    Thanksgiving Break 

 

Salem High School 

teacher to help others." He stated that 

no one person, but rather his experi-

ences in peer advising led him to this 

decision. When asked 

what advice he would 

offer his students, Mr. 

Adkins said, "if you 

work hard, good things 

will come." 

     When asked what his 

favorite memory from 

high school was, Mr. 

Adkins said, "probably 

winning Sectional in 

basketball in 2003. We 

were treated like kings 

by the community." Mr. 

Adkins enjoys playing 

his guitar, watching 

     If you walked through Salem High 

School or attended any Salem Lions 

basketball games about a decade ago 

you likely remember seeing Mr. Matt 

Adkins walking in the halls or shoot-

ing a jump shot. Today you can find 

him teaching English 10 and Etymolo-

gy there. Mr. Adkins is almost to the 

halfway point of his third year as a 

teacher at SHS and hopes to continue 

teaching at his alma mater for a long 

time. 

     After graduating from SHS, Mr. Ad-

kins attended the University of Louis-

ville, where he was a staff writer for 

the Louisville Cardinal newspaper and 

a peer advisor. When asked why he 

chose a career in education, Mr. Ad-

kins replied, "I decided to become a 

comedy movies, Anchorman is 

his favorite, reading all types of 

books and is an avid U of L fan. 

     Mr. Adkins is an only 

child and he has three 

cats, two dogs and a 

bird for pets. Mr. Adkins 

ziplined for the first time 

at French Lick and 

would like to skydive in 

the future. His favorite 

vacation was spent in 

Las Vegas and Newport 

Beach, California. His 

dream vacation would 

be to visit the Bahamas 

or Hawaii, or as he put it, 

"anywhere that has a 

beach."  

700 North Harrison Street 

Salem, IN  47167 

Phone: 812.883.3904 

Fax: 812.883.3905 

Principal: Derek Smith                                 dsmith@salemschools.com 

Assistant Principal: Jerry Hickey               jhickey@salemschools.com 

Athletic Director: Hank Weedin              hweedin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (10 & 12): Jennifer Martin     jmartin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (9): Christine Mahuron     cmahuron@salemschools.com 

Counselor (11): Anne O’Connell         aoconnell@salemschools.com 

At Risk/ Attendance: Cathy Huey               chuey@salemschools.com 

Treasurer: Norma Nelson                          nnelson@salemschools.com 

Designing Quality Work For Students  
And Leading Them To Success 

We’re on the Web! 

www.salemschools.com 

“If you work hard, good things 

will come.” 

Mr. Matt Adkins 

Mark Your Calendar 

October Students of the Month 

Pictured from L to R: Mr. Derek Smith, Princi-

pal , Wade LaHue (senior), Eden Sowder 

(sophomore), Rachel Hopkins (junior), Whit-

ney Journell (freshman), Mr. Jerry Hickey, 

Ass’t Principal 

Staff Profile 


