
    Taylor Sabens (pictured 

at right), co-president of 

Salem High School’s FFA, 

has been a member of the 

FFA since her freshman 

year.  Taylor has been ac-

tively involved in several of 

FFA activities such as soil 

judging, livestock evalua-

tion, forestry judging, envi-

rothon, Elementary Ag 

days, FFA pageant, camp 

counselor, attended camps, 

fruit sales, a chili benefit, 

leadership contests, and 

much more.  

     In addition to serving in 

the leadership position as 

FFA co-president, Taylor 

has also served as report-

er, vice president and dis-

trict secretary. 

     At this summer’s 84th 

Annual Indiana FFA Con-

vention, Taylor was elected 

by FFA chap-

ters from dis-

tricts 10, 11, 

and 12 to serve 

as the State 

Section IV Di-

rector this 

coming school 

year.   

     One of her duties as Sec-

tion Director will be to 

serve on the FFA executive 

committee. This committee 

makes decisions that affect 

the FFA all across the state 

of Indiana.   

     As Section Director, Tay-

lor will be involved in a 

various activities and con-

tests conducted in the 

southern part of Indi-

ana.  She will attend camps 

and kickoff sessions where 

she will spread her passion 

for FFA.   

When asked 

why she decid-

ed to get in-

volved in FFA, 

Taylor com-

mented, “I was 

interested in 

FFA because I 

love showing livestock and 

knew I wanted to major in 

some area of agriculture.”   

     Taylor’s goal is to be-

come a State FFA officer 

and being elected Section 

Director will only enhance 

the chances of reaching 

that goal.  

     Taylor plans to attend 

Purdue University next 

year and major in Agricul-

ture Communication or 

Agriculture Policy.  Until 

then, she is the face of Sa-

lem FFA. 

Sabens Selected As FFA Section 4 Director 

Athletic Passes Reduce Admission Fees 
     As fall sports seasons 

swing into full action, fans 

might want to consider pur-

chasing an athletic pass to 

reduce admission fees. 

     Salem High School Ath-

letic Director has an-

nounced that athletic pass-

es for Salem High School 

and Salem Middle School 

events are on sale in the 

athletic office at the high 

school Monday through 

Friday between the hours 

of 8:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  

Passes will also be sold at 

the first home varsity foot-

ball game on September 6. 

     Family passes are valid for 

events all year long for four 

members of the immediate 

family. Both SHS and SMS fami-

ly passes are $150. Additional 

family members can be added 

for $25 each. 

     Individual adult 10 event 

passes are also available for 
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New Faces at SHS 
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     Salem High School welcomes sev-

eral new faces for the 2013-2014 

school year.  Mr. Todd Alexander will 

enter his first year of teaching as a 

member of the SHS Math Department. 

Joining Mr. Alexander in the Math De-

partment and also beginning his first 

year of teaching is Mr. Steven Futter.  

     Mrs. Jami Weckstein joins SHS as a 

Special Education teacher. Mrs. 

Weckstein is originally from southern 

Indiana and taught in the state of New 

York for four years prior to coming to 

SHS. Mrs. Teresa Lang-Tsingine is a 

familiar face to many since she took 

over for a teacher at SHS last year who 

was on medical leave. Mrs. Lang-

Tsingine will be joining SHS this year 

as a full time faculty member of the 

Special Education Department.  

     Another familiar face is Mrs. Kim-

berly Brewer. Mrs. Brewer student 

taught at SHS in the spring of 2012 and 

returns as an instructional assistant. 

Ms. Angela Keith is an instructional 

assistant that will split time between 

SHS and Bradie Shrum Lower Elemen-

tary.  

     Mr. R. J. Hartsfield returns to his 

alma mater as a boys Physical Educa-

tion instructor and head football 

coach. Mr. Hartsfield taught for four 

years at Paoli prior to his return to 

SHS. Mr. Jeff Smitley joins the SHS So-

cial Studies Department after teaching 

nine years in Corydon. Mrs. Tara Little 

is the new ISS/ OSA Supervisor for 

Salem Community Schools. Prior to 

joining SCS, Mrs. Little ran a day care 

center at her home. 

     Finally, pending Board approval, 

Mrs. Nicole Purlee will be joining the 

English  Department soon. Mrs. Purlee 

has taught at Springs Valley High 

School for the past 7 years. 

     The SHS faculty and staff would like 

to welcome all of these new people 

and wish them success as they begin 

working with our students. 

Todd Alexander Kimberly Brewer Steven Futter R. J. Hartsfield Angela Keith 

Teresa Lang-Tsingine Tara Little Jeff Smitley Jami Weckstein Nicole Purlee 

Spanish Club Relay for Life Team Starts Early 
     Mrs. Doris Duffy has announced 

several Spanish Fund Raising events 

this fall. Proceeds from these fund 

raising events will go to Washington 

County Relay for Life. 

     Spanish Club will have a table sell-

ing items for our Relay for Life team at 

the Sept. 6th football game. 

     They will also be having a PASTA 

fundraiser for Relay in September.  All 

are encouraged to order some of 

these unique shaped pastas and mixes 

to help support Relay for Life.   

     Spanish Club will have a bake sale 

at school September 10-12. And the 

Spanish Club Relay for Life Team will 

be set up at Old Settlers’ Days on Sep-

tember 21 & 22. 

Help Spanish Club support a worthy 

cause by stopping by one of these 

fundraisers. 



     The key to academic success can 

be found in six words: BE PROMPT, BE 

PRESENT, BE PREPARED. Set expecta-

tions for your child to complete work 

on time and every time. (Students 

need to be reminded that “no written 

assignment” does NOT mean “no 

homework.”  Students are expected to 

read, re-read, and study!)  

 

1. Academic support is available for 

each student. The student is encour-

aged to seek that support. The class-

room teacher should be your child’s 

first resource for assistance.  He can 

ask for help before and after school 

and during activity period.  There are 

also several tutoring options before 

and after school through the 21st Cen-

tury Community Learning Center 

Grant.  Bus transportation is available 

at 4:25 pm if advance notice is given 

to Mrs. Martin.    

2. Parents are encouraged to monitor 

their child’s progress through Power 

School (grades).   Log-In and Pass-

word Information can be obtained 

from a counselor.  A parent who is 

concerned about a grade is encour-

aged to discuss the grade with the 

student before contacting the teacher. 

Since the teacher and the student are 

closest to all academic situations, any 

issues that arise are best resolved by 

student-teacher-parent dialogue.   

Contact a counselor if additional assis-

tance is needed or if there is a need to 

meet with several teachers at once.  

3. Semester exams/projects are very 

important, as they are a percentage of 

a student’s semester grade.   Organi-

zation of materials is the key when 

completing projects and studying for 

exams.  Students should keep their 

work to use as a resource at the end of 

the semester.   

4. Each teacher has his own policy for 

make-up work. If a student misses 

class for any reason, he is expected to 

discuss the make-up work with his 

teacher.  

Contact a counselor if you have ques-

tions about your teen’s progress.  

Take a proactive rather than reactive 

approach.   

 

brief story behind the history of 

Geometry - including how Euclid 

and his friends in Ancient Greece 

would collaborate on Euclid's 

postulates (ideas) and at-

tempt to reproduce them.   

     Part of the purpose in 

taking the students outside 

was to create a similar envi-

ronment where only simplis-

tic tools and resources were 

made available (similar to tools 

that would have been used in 

ancient Greece).  Another pur-

pose was to practice the use of 

straightedges and "make shift" 

compasses to apply concepts 

learned about congruence and 

bisecting in class.   

     As part of an introduction to Geom-

etry, Mr. Todd Alexander’s classes 

went outside to make geometric con-

structions using 

the Geometer's 

basic tools: the 

compass and a 

straightedge.  The 

constructions 

made by students 

included congru-

ent segments, seg-

ment bisectors, 

congruent angles, 

and angle bisec-

tors.   

     Mr. Alexander 

told students a 

    Finally 

Mr. Alex-

ander stat-

ed,  “I 

chose to 

use the 

outdoor 

environ-

ment for a 

multitude 

of reasons, including: to make the 

learning more engaging (the students 

were thrilled to be going outside), to 

nurture creativity and imagination 

(students were able to express them-

selves through this artistic activity), 

and to explore a bit of nature while 

enjoying this fantastic weather. 

Classroom Cameo—Geometry 
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Counselor Corner—Academic Tips For Parents 

Student Services 

Cathy Huey  chuey@salemschools.com  Grades 9-12  Social Worker  

Christine Mahuron cmahuron@salemschools.com  Grade 9   Counselor 

Jennifer Martin  jmartin@salemschools.com  Grades 10, 12  Counselor 

Anne O’Connell  aoconnell@salemschools.com  Grade 11  Counselor  

At the end of the day, the most over-

whelming key to a child's success is 

the positive involvement of parents. 

Jane D. Hull 

mailto:chuey@salemschools.com
mailto:cmahuron@salemschools.com
mailto:jmartin@salemschools.com
mailto:aoconnell@salemschools.com


     In the fall of 2012, the idea of 

SHS Art students painting a mural 

of late SHS Athletic Director Randy 

Johnson was proposed to SHS Art 

teacher Mrs. Jane Spencer-Pierce. 

The location was set to be in the 

newly named Randy Johnson 

Fieldhouse. 

     Mrs. Spencer-Pierce quickly 

began designing the mural draft 

and organizing students and mate-

rials. Shortly after Spring Break, 

students began working on the 

mural with the hopes of finishing 

Art Students Complete Mural of Randy Johnson 

by the last day of school.  

     These students worked diligently 

and often times worked after school 

hours, but were not quite finished 

when school dismissed for summer 

break. Mrs. Spencer-Pierce and 

2013 graduate Kaytie White com-

pleted the first phase of the mural in 

August.  

     The photos you see below show 

the students working at various 

phases of the project. The middle 

picture in the bottom row below is a 

picture of all of the students that 

worked on the project. They are (Left 

to Right): Row 1, Liz Geralde, Presley 

Goss, Jane Spencer-Pierce, Brittany 

Walker, Jon Jones. 

Row 2, Davey King, Lexi Warren, Na-

talie Boling, Kaytie White, Treasure 

Hurst, Evan Brown. 

     SHS students and staff are pleased 

to be able to honor Mr. Johnson in this 

way. 

     Special thanks to Shayne Dowling 

for donating pictures for this project. 
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SHS Promotions Team  
     During the 2012-13 school year, 

Business teacher Mrs. Jennifer Mor-

ris sponsored a new club at SHS, the 

Social Media Club. This club started 

a Twitter account for SHS to promote 

events taking place at school or with 

our students. The students also at-

tended several events and took vid-

eo and posted these videos to the 

newly created SHS SchoolTube 

webpage. 

     Last spring, SHS student Kellen 

Hazelip created an orientation video 

which was to be used when new stu-

dents enroll at SHS. Counselors also 

used this video during the Lion Kickoff 

this year to help incoming freshman 

students with their transition to SHS. 

     This opened an entirely new oppor-

tunity for the Social Media Club. Equip-

ment was purchased and installed over 

the summer and the Social Media Club 

was transformed into the SHS Promo-

tions Team. This group of students now 

have the capability of producing quali-

ty video and have been working on 

producing video versions of the SHS 

announcements. 

     The first few broadcasts of the vid-

eo announcements can be accessed 

by clicking on the following links. 

8/16/13 at http://bit.ly/19xMyLe  

8/21/13 at  http://bit.ly/173QYWz  

8/23/13 at http://bit.ly/154Qstm  

8/28/13 at http://bit.ly/1dpY1hv 

8/30/13 at http://bit.ly/15lzzea 

     Below are pictures of the Promo-

tions Team in action. 

http://www.schooltube.com/channel/salemhighschool/
http://bit.ly/19xMyLe
http://bit.ly/173QYWz
http://bit.ly/154Qstm
http://bit.ly/1dpY1hv
http://bit.ly/15lzzea


Sept 7 Marching Band @ Columbus North 4:30 pm 

Sept 10-12  Spanish Club Bake Sale @ SHS 

Sept 14 Marching Band @ Martinsville 

Sept 20 Football Homecoming v. Clarksville 

Sept 21 ACT @ SHS 

Sept 21 Marching Band @ North Harrison 

 Marching Band @ Paoli  

Sept 28 Marching Band @ Floyd Central 

Salem High School 

teach.” He went on to say, “My Biolo-

gy teacher Mr. Ray Weatherholt at 

Georgetown High School and my 

Anatomy and Physiology Instructor at 

college, Dr. Carl Chris-

tensen were influential 

in my decision to be-

come a teacher.” 

     Mr. McCurdy enjoys 

reading biographies, 

and books about Amer-

ican History. He says he 

rarely watches televi-

sion, but claims to be 

addicted to the History 

Channel when he does. 

He also enjoys boating 

and fishing and playing 

the guitar. 

     Mr. McCurdy and his 

wife Cindy have been 

     Mr. Greg McCurdy has taught Biol-

ogy at Salem High School for 36 years. 

Before entering teaching, Mr. 

McCurdy worked as a shipping clerk 

for a shirt manufacturer and was a 

professional musician with a band 

called Trace. 

     In addition to teaching at SHS, Mr. 

McCurdy has coached track, spon-

sored Science Club and Guitar Club 

and was a member of the Christmas 

Committee. Mr. McCurdy also rou-

tinely appears in the SHS Choir’s Bo-

hemian Supper Club concerts. 

     Mr. McCurdy recalls his involve-

ment in playing with garage bands 

during the Beatles era in the 60’s as 

his favorite memory of his high school 

days. When asked why he entered the 

teaching profession, Mr. McCurdy 

replied, “I feel that I had a calling to 

married for 39 years and have a 

grown daughter Whitney. The 

couple also have a Chihuahua 

named Pita and a ball python 

named Gus.  

     Mr. McCurdy stated 

his favorite vacation 

was visiting Jamaica, 

which was the location 

for his daughter, Whit-

ney’s wedding. He 

states that his dream 

vacation would be to 

travel around the world 

and make stops at Ab-

bey Road, Pearl Har-

bor, Dealey Plaza, the 

Kremlin, Rome, Valley 

of the Kings and the 

Pyramids, Custer bat-

tlefield and the Alamo. 

700 North Harrison Street 

Salem, IN  47167 

Phone: 812.883.3904 

Fax: 812.883.3905 

Principal: Derek Smith                                 dsmith@salemschools.com 

Assistant Principal: Jerry Hickey               jhickey@salemschools.com 

Athletic Director: Hank Weedin              hweedin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (10 & 12): Jennifer Martin     jmartin@salemschools.com 

Counselor (9): Christine Mahuron     cmahuron@salemschools.com 

Counselor (11): Anne O’Connell         aoconnell@salemschools.com 

At Risk/ Attendance: Cathy Huey               chuey@salemschools.com 

Treasurer: Norma Nelson                          nnelson@salemschools.com 

Designing Quality Work For Students  
And Leading Them To Success 

We’re on the Web! 

www.salemschools.com 

“Find something you are passionate 

about and find a way to make a living at 

it.” 

Mr. Greg McCurdy 

Mark Your Calendar 

August Students of the Month 

Pictured from L to R: Mr. Derek Smith, Principal , Jared Hardin 

(freshman), Derek Sinex (sophomore), Beth Godfrey (junior), 

Emily Hammontree (senior), Mr. Jerry Hickey, Ass’t Principal 

Staff Profile 

Studio Theatre Opens Season September 28 
A new season of performing arts events 

opens Saturday, September 28, as SHS 

Theatre Arts students take to the stage. 

“Lockdown” takes place in a dark 

classroom, where eight students sit, 

waiting and wondering if this is “just a 

drill” or an actual emergency. When a 

younger student bolts from the room 

and the teacher follows, the remaining 

students are left alone to decide if it's 

safer to stay or run. 

“This play is short but powerful, and 

deals with the very real anxieties we all 

face in the wake of tragedies like Col-

umbine, Virginia Tech, and 

Sandyhook”, said Bill Spencer-Pierce, 

Theatre Arts teacher. “So the challenge 

is to deal with such scary subject matter 

without being heavy-handed.” 

Senior Greg Burris, a veteran of many 

productions, serves as Unit Director for the 

piece, which features a handful of new 

faces. 

The darkness of “Lockdown” is countered 

with the sheer nonsense of “After Hours”, 

which deals with the possibility that de-

partment store mannequins may be, in fact, 

more lively than they look “after hours”.  

Hi-jinks ensue when mannequins Ashtynn 

Ready, Abby Corbin, and Kennan Hem-

mingway get caught up in a nighttime heist 

orchestrated by bungling burglars Keenan 

Bowles and Seth Summers. 

Veteran performer and tech theatre whiz 

kid Courtney Kelley is Unit Director for 

“After Hours”. 

“Lockdown” and “After Hours” will be 

performed one night only, Saturday, Sep-

tember 28, at 8:00 p.m. in the SHS Presen-

tation Room. Admission at the door, adults 

$5.00, and students $3.00. 


